
Maheisha Adams, Microsoft Corporation 
University of California, Hastings College of the Law

Maheisha Adams graduated from the University of Central Oklahoma with a M.S. 
in family relations and child development. She developed an interest in law after 
working in Kenya for several non-governmental organizations that focused on 
assisting refugees and asylum seekers fleeing from different regions within Africa. 
Adams is a first-year law student at the University of California, Hastings College of 
the Law and she is interested in providing legal counsel in the areas of immigration, 
public interest and contract law.

Justin Bynum, Walmart Stores, Inc. 
Southern Methodist University, Dedman School of Law
 

Justin Bynum graduated summa cum laude from Bethune-Cookman University with 
a B.A. in philosophy and a minor in English in 2011. He developed his interest in law 
when he was given an opportunity to participate on his high school mock trial team. 
During college, Bynum was an active member of the debate team, an accomplishment 
that only strengthened his desire to be an attorney. He was also chosen as the English 
Speaking Union’s Luard Scholar and was  afforded the opportunity to study abroad at 
Cambridge University. Bynum is currently attending Southern Methodist University 
Dedman School of Law. 

Alexa Camarena, Microsoft Corporation
UCLA School of Law

Alexa Camarena graduated with college honors and summa cum laude with a B.A. in 
political science from the University of California, Los Angeles.  As a first-generation 
college student, she hopes to help others from underrepresented communities 
matriculate into law school.  Camarena is a first-year law student at UCLA School of 
Law and plans to specialize in the business law and policy program with the goal of 
becoming a corporate attorney.
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Jessica Cunningham, Microsoft Corporation 
University of Virginia School of Law

Jessica Cunningham graduated summa cum laude from Samford University with a B.A. 
in political science with University Honors. Cunningham grew up in a mixed Chinese-
Irish background, and she cultivated her interest for international law during mission 
trips and travel. She wants to combine this background with her passion for public 
service, which she cultivated from internships with judges, Tennessee’s Secretary of 
State Department, and her experience working for the U.S. Senate. Cunningham is 
currently a first-year law student at the University of Virginia.

Jacqueline Diaz, Kilpatrick, Townsend & Stockton LLP
University of Pennsylvania Law School
 

Jacqueline Diaz graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. in political science and a 
minor in business from the Pennsylvania State University. As a first-generation citizen 
of Cuban descent, Diaz desires to work in the realm of international law. Diaz hopes 
to combine her Spanish-speaking skills along with her political science and business 
background to advocate on behalf of human rights, and to level the global economic 
playing field. She is currently a first-year law student at the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School. 

Maya Dillard Smith, DuPont Company
University of California, Hastings College of the Law

Maya Dillard Smith graduated from the University of California, Berkeley with a B.A. in 
economics and a minor in public policy as a young mother.  She went on to complete 
some doctoral level studies in economics at the University of Texas in Austin as 
a minority scholarship fellow with the American Economics Association and she 
received a master’s in public policy from the John F. Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard University, all by the age of 23.  For the past decade, Dillard Smith has 
worked as an executive strategist and oversight official in all three branches and 
levels of government, where she has managed over a half billion dollars in public 
funds.  A native of Oakland, Dillard Smith is a first-year law student at the University 
of California, Hastings College of the Law and she intends to use her law degree in 
government regulations and compliance. Dillard Smith is the proud mother of three 
dynamic daughters (16, 6 and 4 years old).
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Joshua Harris, Walmart Stores, Inc.
University of California, Berkeley School of Law

Joshua Harris graduated summa cum laude and valedictorian of Morehouse College 
in 2009 with a B.A. in political science. He is a first-generation college student. He 
received high academic honors evidenced through his membership in Phi Beta 
Kappa. He held various leadership positions, key of which were captain of the varsity 
tennis team and attorney general for the Student Government Association. Harris 
is also a 2009 Teach for America alumnus. During his corps experience, he taught 
elementary school reading, science and social Studies. This unique experience 
provided the impetus for his study at the University of California, Berkeley School of 
Law (Boalt Hall). His interests are in youth educational advocacy and transactional 
law, specifically contract negotiations. While law is his current endeavor, his ultimate 
goal is to open an elementary preparatory school for male minorities in the South.

Timothy Hughes, Baker Botts LLP
Duke University School of Law
 

Timothy Hughes graduated Phi Beta Kappa and highest distinction with a B.A. in 
history from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  His interest in the law was 
first sparked through his passion for history, education and public service. During his 
undergraduate summers, he had the opportunity to intern for the National College 
Access Network, the Children’s Defense Fund, and the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Hughes is a first-year student at Duke University School of Law and he plans on 
using his legal education as a stepping-stone to becoming what Charles Hamilton 
Houston coined as “a social engineer.” Hughes aspires to redefine how career success 
in economically vital areas can create opportunities that will impact the decision-
making process in areas affecting communities of color.

Julie Huh, King & Spalding LLP
University of Chicago Law School

Julie Huh graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. in diplomatic history from the 
University of Pennsylvania and summa cum laude with an apparel manufacture and 
design graduate degree from the Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandise. Huh 
also studied abroad at Cambridge University, focusing on medieval women and fascist 
history. Huh is a second-generation Korean-American whose family established a 
clothing manufacture and wholesale business in the midst of the 1992 Los Angeles 
riots. Huh’s internships at the D.C. Coalition against Domestic Violence and the Legal 
Aid Foundation were the impetus for interest in law school. Her three years working 
in the fashion world and her background in public interest prepared Huh for an 
interdisciplinary law school experience. She is a first-year law student at the University 
of Chicago Law School and plans on pursuing a career in copyright and intellectual 
property law but also wishes to participate in domestic violence legal assistance.
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Jairo Lopez, Arnold & Porter LLP
UCLA School of Law

Jairo Lopez graduated cum laude with a B.A. in political science and a minor in civic 
engagement from the University of California, Los Angeles. Lopez’s parents fled from 
their native Nicaragua during the 1980’s due to the Contra-Sandinista civil war, and 
settled in an impoverished Latino neighborhood in downtown Los Angeles. Lopez’s 
fervent interest for the field of law was triggered by the myriad of injustices his 
family and community members suffered because of their race and legal status. He 
is currently a first-year law student at the UCLA School of Law, where he seeks to 
specialize in labor and immigration law and sports law. He is a committed son, friend 
and community member who aspires to make a difference in society though his legal 
education.

Olga Medina, Zelle Hofmann Voelbel & Mason LLP
University of Texas School of Law
 

Olga Medina is currently a first-year law student at the University of Texas School 
of Law. Prior to law school, she worked as a policy associate at the National Council 
of La Raza, the nation’s largest Latino civil rights and advocacy organization, where 
she contributed to the organization’s work on comprehensive immigration reform, 
naturalization policy, and issues affecting immigrant youth. Medina has also 
worked on voting rights issues in the Civil Rights Division of the Department of 
Justice and in the NAFTA, Economy, and Trade Office of the Mexican Embassy. She 
graduated from Stanford University with a bachelor’s degree in political science 
and comparative studies in race and ethnicity, attaining honors and university 
distinction. As a senior, she was awarded the John Gardner Fellowship in Public 
Service, a highly competitive postgraduate fellowship for rising leaders in the field 
of public service. She is a first-generation college graduate and the first person in 
her family to pursue a professional degree.

Elizabeth Mendoza, Fulbright & Jaworski LLP
University of Washington School of Law

Elizabeth Mendoza graduated with high honors from Dartmouth College with a B.A. 
in history in 2008. Mendoza is the proud daughter of farm worker immigrants from 
Mexico who reside in rural central Washington state. Her experiences managing 
public and donor relations for an early childhood education nonprofit working with 
families living in the five poorest census tracts in her hometown of Yakima confirmed 
her desire to attend law school and serve immigrant communities.  She is interested 
in business law and immigration law.  Mendoza is a first-year law student at the 
University of Washington School of Law.
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Nhu-Y Ngo, Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP 
UCLA School of Law

Nhu-Y Ngo graduated in 2009 from Columbia University, where she studied history 
and political science. Born in Vietnam and raised in Nebraska, she is the first in her 
family to graduate from college and to attend law school.  Before law school, Ngo was 
a research associate in the Democracy Program at the Brennan Center for Justice at 
New York University School of Law.  She is interested in the intersections of immigrant 
rights and integration, civic participation and voting rights, racial justice, and the 
fundamental idea of an inclusive and constantly evolving democracy—a society 
that appreciates and works through its differences rather than fears them.  A Truman 
Scholar, Ngo hopes to use her law degree to work with working class communities of 
color.  She is currently a student at UCLA School of Law, where she is enrolled in the 
David J. Epstein Program in Public Interest Law and Policy and will enroll in the critical 
race studies program.

Silki Patel, Association of Corporate Counsel 
University of Pennsylvania Law School
 

Silki Patel graduated summa cum laude from Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio with a B.A. in economics and political science. She has almost two 
years of experience working in and around the public sector, including her most 
recent position with the U.S. Department of State’s Global Entrepreneurship Program. 
Silki hopes to build her career at the intersection of law, business and policy. Patel is 
currently a first-year law student at the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Donna Tillis, Robert Half Legal
University of South Carolina School of Law

Donna Tillis graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. in communication and a 
minor in political science  in December 2011 from Columbia College (Columbia, 
South Carolina).    As a Hurricane Katrina survivor, Tillis is committed to protecting 
the rights and needs of underprivileged and underrepresented populations.  She 
has volunteered in the community and interned at The Constitution Project in 
Washington, D.C.  She was Miss Coastal Empire-Hampton County in 2009; as the first 
African-American woman to receive this title in the rich history of the organization, 
she used her position to create a greater understanding of cultural differences while 
promoting unity. Tillis is currently a first-year law student at the University of South 
Carolina Law School.
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Kenneth Villa, Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott LLP 
University of California, Berkeley School of Law

Kenneth Villa graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. in international relations 
in 2009 from New York University. As a first generation Filipino, he desires to learn 
about and work on anti-bribery policies in the Philippines. Prior to law school, Villa 
conducted fundraisers for Filipino elementary schools in Cebu and worked in the 
legal department of Google. He is currently a first-year law student at the University of 
California,  Berkeley School of Law.
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*The Biographies were provided by scholars upon their selections.


