
Andrea Arias, Adorno & Yoss LLP
Emory University School of Law

Heidy M. Abreu is currently a first-year J.D./LLM in international law at Cornell Law School 
and is interested in corporate law at the international level. She spent the last year in Japan 
as a JET Program participant. As part of the class of 2004 at Dartmouth College, she double 
majored in psychology and sociology, wrote an honors thesis, and was a Presidential 
Scholar. As an undergraduate, she was also on the board of directors for several community 
service projects including a medical and engineering brigade in Nicaragua and a summer 
school in her place of birth, the Dominican Republic.

Andrea V. Arias was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina. She received her B.A. in political science 
and English literature and her M.A. in American politics from the University of Pennsylvania. 
She is currendy seeking her J.D. from Emory University. Arias’s interests are in international 
law and human rights and transactional and corporate law. In seeking to reconcile her own 
ethnicity with her studies in American politics, Arias has published and presented various 
papers including “A Comparative Democratic Study,” “The Effectiveness for Democracies  
to Imagine”, “Enact”, and “Enforce Human Rights Laws” which was presented at the 
Leadership Alliance National Symposium held in Washington, D.C. She hopes in the future 
to be able to bring her ethnicity into play by practicing international corporate Law.

Patricia Astorga, AstraZeneca
Cornell Law School

Patricia Astorga is currently in her first year at Cornell Law School, where she is the 1L 
representative for the Asian-Pacific American Law Students Association and a member of 
Phi Delta Alpha. Astorga graduated maga cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from New York 
University in May 2005, with a double major in politics (Honors) and psychology, and a 
minor in philosophy. Astorga worked as a legal assistant from 2002 to 2004. In addition, she 
has also interned with the D.C. Office of the Attorney General (2005), the Office of Senator 
Hillary Clinton (2002) and the Legal Aid Society (2001).

Heidy Abreu, Microsoft Corporation
Cornell Law School
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Chastity Bedonie, Walmart Stores, Inc.
UCLA School of Law

Theodore Bynum III, Meritas, Inc. 
Washington University School of Law

Chastity E. Bedonie is from the Navajo Nation in Arizona and New Mexico. She attended 
Bryn Mawr College and received a B.A. in physics, and earned her master’s of education 
at Arizona State University. She is currently in her first-year of law school at University of 
California, Los Angeles School of Law. Before attending law school, Bedonie spent several 
years in Washington D.C. where she worked at the National Indian Gaming Commission, 
on Capitol Hill for then Congressman Brad Carson, at Ietan Consulting, LLC, and at Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer and Feld, LLP.

Theodore Roosevelt Bynum III is a 32 year-old native of St. Louis, Missouri. While finishing  
his undergraduate degree at Washington University of St. Louis, he served full-time as a 
police officer for the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department. Bynum has received such 
honors as Officer of the Month, multiple Awards of Excellence and the Dean’s List. Bynum 
has previously been selected for special assignment and the major case squad with the St. 
Louis Police Department. He has recently married and would like to be employed where 
business provides the opportunity to travel.

Martha Casillas, Fulbright & Jaworski LLP
UCLA School of Law

Martha Isabel Casillas is a daughter of Mexican immigrants and was born in Los Angeles, 
California. She received her B.A. from Harvard University concentrating in social studies 
and certified in Latin American studies. Her honors thesis, entitled “La Virgen Xicana How 
a Traditional Image Reflects and Affects the Re-Newed Mestiza Consciousness,” won the 
Latino Studies Thesis Prize. At Harvard she assumed various leadership roles in the Latino 
community including her position as president of Harvard Latinas Unidas. As a 1L at the 
UCLA School of Law, Casillas has been elected to a board position in the UCLA La Raza 
organization. Her academic, activist, and legal interests are closely linked to her Latino 
community. She plans to pursue a legal career in entertainment law focusing on Spanish 
media productions.
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Rosario Daza, Wheeler, Trigg & Kennedy LLP
University of Washington School of Law

J. Steve Franco, Microsoft Corporation
University of California, Hastings College of the Law

Joseph Steve Franco graduated with Honors in political science from the University of 
California at Berkeley in May 2004. He is currently a first-year law student at the University 
of California, Hastings College of the Law and intends to study business, bankruptcy and 
securities law. As an undergraduate, he published articles on transnational migration and 
minority voting rights in two scholarly academic journals. He also led political science 
study-group courses for undergraduate students and served one term as an academic 
senator. As a refugee caseworker,  he worked with the immigrant community and served 
as a translator during asylum hearings. Steve also worked as a proxy research analyst for 
Class Lewis & Co., a San Francisco-based investment research firm. His academic honors 
include the National Dean’s List and lifetime membership in the National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars.

Tarik Gause, DuPont Company
Georgetown University Law Center

Tarik Gause graduated summa cum laude from Howard University in 1999 with a B.A. 
in economics. He earned an M.A. from the Latin American studies program at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in 2002. Gause spent five years 
as a trade policy analyst in the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, Executive Office 
of the President, where he helped resolve Japan and Korea trade policy issues. Today 
he is a research specialist in the Division of Corporation Finance at the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission. Gause is currently in his first semester at the Georgetown 
University Law Center and looks forward to a career in the private sector. He and his wife 
Sachi spend all their free time with Najya, their 14-month old daughter. 

Rosario Daza hails from Colombia, South America. She graduated summa cum laude  
from Stephen F. Austin State University with a B.A. in journalism, English and French.  
She spent eight years as a reporter for several newspapers, including The Arizona  
Republic, The Seattle Times, and The Oregonian, where she contributed to a series of  
stories that were runners-up to the 2000 Pulitzer Prize in Breaking News. She has also 
taught English at the Universidad Industrial de Santander in Bucaramanga, Colombia. 
Recently, she researched affirmative action in law schools and the legal profession for 
a hotly debated plenary session at the ABAs 2005 National Conference for the Minority 
Lawyer. Daza is currently in her first quarter at the University of Washington School of  
Law in Seattle. She is fluent in Spanish.
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Maria E. Jones, Microsoft Corporation 
University of California, Hastings College of the Law

Emily Liu, Pfizer, Inc.
University at Buffalo Law School

Maria E. Jones is currently attending the University of California, Hastings College of the 
Law in San Francisco, CA. She received her B.A. degree in education from Pacific Lutheran 
University in 2004, graduating cum laude. She was also a member of the women’s track  
and field team. In 2005, Jones received a master’s degree in education from the 
University of California, Berkeley. Currently she is a volunteer for the Superior Court 
of California and was one of the few first year students to be selected as a member of  
the Hastings Race and Poverty Journal. She is interested in corporate law, litigation and 
real estate.  Ms. Jones was born in Tacoma, WA and grew up on the Blackfeet Indian 
Reservation in Montana.

Emily Liu, from Rochester, N.Y, is a first-year law student at the University at Buffalo Law 
School. Liu graduated summa cum laude with her B.A. in journalism from lthaca College, 
where she was a Park Scholar. Liu has taught English in Beijing, interned with the Office 
of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia and reported local news for ICTV’s 
Newswatch 16. As founder of the Ithaca College Asian Culture Club, she advocated for 
social change on campus and in the community. Dedicated to community service, Liu 
has volunteered in the Ithaca City School District, in the Spanish Education Development 
Center in Washington and in a nursery school in Seville, Spain. At Buffalo Law, she is a 
member of the Asian-American Law Students Association and a participant of the 
Frederick Douglass Moot Court Competition.

Bendita Malakia, Baker & McKenzie LLP
Harvard Law School

Hailing from Cicero, New York, Bendita C. Malakia recently graduated from Barnard College 
summa cum laude in political science in February 2005. Post-Barnard, Malakia briefly 
worked as a corporate paralegal at Paul, Veiss, Rifkind, Wharton a Garrison LLP in New York 
City. Malakia is currently a 1L at Harvard Law School and is interested in practicing and 
expanding the nature of the practice of real estate law in New York City.
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Gerron Mcknight, Sara Lee Company
Indiana University School of Law, Bloomington

Brenda Pacouloute, Abbott Laboratories/The Boeing Company
Washington University in St. Louis School of Law

Brenda Pacouloute received her undergraduate degree in political science and 
international relations from Spelman College. Pacouloute’s active involvement with 
the Spelman Student Government Association and Political Science Association led her 
to be named “Student of the Year” in her senior year by the Community Service Office. 
Pacouloute graduated from Spelman College at the top of her class with numerous 
distinctions and honors in May 2005 and now currently attends Washington University 
School of Law in St. Louis as a first year law student. She has since gained interest in 
entertainment law and the prospects of being an entertainment lawyer.

Nathan Pere, King & Spalding LLP
Harvard Law School

Nathan Perez earned his bachelor’s degree in economics and history from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2005, graduating with highest distinction, and as a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa. He is enrolled at Harvard Law School as a member of the Class of 2008. 
Perez hopes to study corporate law with an economic concentration in securities markets. 

Gerron Mcknight is a 2005 graduate of the University of Kentucky, where he earned a 
Bachelor of Business Administration degree and graduated summa cum laude and with 
honors. During his undergraduate career, Mcknight performed research for the University 
of Kentucky Center for Poverty Research, one of three federally designated Area Poverty 
Research Centers. He is currently a first year law student at the Indiana University School of 
Law in Bloomington, Indiana, Mcknight is interested in civil rights, human rights, corporate 
law and negotiations.
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Timothy Reed, Principal Financial Group Foundation
UCLA School of Law

Timothy L. Reed is a first-year law student at the University of California - Los Angeles School 
of Law. He received his bachelor’s degree from the University of San Francisco, where he 
was active in various culturally-focused and community service-oriented organizations. 
After graduating from USF, Reed was selected to participate in the California Judicial 
Administration Fellowship Program. While working as a fellow for the Sacramento Superior 
Court, his primary duties consisted of conducting legislative and budgetary analyses. 
After graduating from law school, Reed plans on pursuing a career in corporate law and 
eventually intends to become involved in California politics.

Samuel Roe, DOAR Litigation Consulting
New York University School of Law

Samuel Roe received a B.S. in international relations magna cum laude from Seton Hall 
University in May of 2002. In 2005, he was awarded a master’s in public policy from Harvard 
University with a concentration in business and government policy. He is a first-year 
student at NYU Law School where he is a Root-Tilden-Kern Scholar. He is interested in both 
real estate and tax law. Samuel interned this past summer with LeBoeuf, Lamb, Creene & 
MacRae LLP.  While at Seton Hall, Sam was awarded the Harry S. Truman Scholarship, the 
Public Policy and International Affairs Fellowship for summer study at Princeton, and was a 
member of the Seton Hall Varsity Tennis Team. After graduation from Seton Hall, Sam was 
a logistics management specialist for the U. S. Department of State where he worked with 
the diplomatic community on ways to solve complex business problems.

Ebony Smith, Collier Shannon & Scott, PLLC
Georgetown University Law Center

Ebony A. Smith studied finance at Howard University School of Business. While at 
Howard, Smith served as a team leader, founded an investment club and started a fitness 
business. Her senior year, she was named the School of Business Executive Leadership 
Honors Program’s Senior of the Year, graduated summa cum laude and valedictorian. 
Smith moved to the Philadelphia area and worked for three years as an associate in 
the Institutional Asset Management Group at SEI Investments Company. She currently  
attends Georgetown University Law Center where she volunteers as a student ambassador 
and is a member of the Black Law Student Association. After graduation, Smith plans to 
pursue transactional work in the areas of contracts, real estate and tax law.
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*The Biographies were provided by scholars upon their selections.


